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RESOLUTION NO. 5224 
 

A RESOLUTION RENAMING THE WESTMORELAND COMMUNITY 
CENTER AS THE DR. EDWIN L. COLEMAN, JR. COMMUNITY 
CENTER IN HONOR OF DR. EDWIN COLEMAN. 

 
The City Council of the City of Eugene finds that: 

 
A. Dr. Edwin Coleman recently passed away in January, 2017.  Dr. Coleman was an 

educator, musician, community activist, and family man.  He was a leader in Eugene advocating 
for human and civil rights for more than 50 years.  He was a tenured member of the faculty of the 
University of Oregon’s English Department where he taught and mentored students and fellow 
colleagues.  He served as a Track and Field official and was a staunch Duck fan.  His heavy and 
impactful involvement in the issues affecting the local African American community led to 
numerous positive changes in the condition of local race relations.  He was an instrumental force 
in the NAACP, the Lane County Democratic Party, the naming of MLK, Jr. Blvd. and the 
dedication of Rosa Parks Plaza in downtown Eugene.  Dr. Coleman’s imprint on the thousands of 
lives he touched in Eugene is immeasurable.  This honor reflects one of the places in Eugene he 
loved most - the Westmoreland Park and Community Center where he raised his family and spent 
countless hours volunteering his time and resources to the betterment of all Eugene. 
 

B. The Westmoreland Community Center should be renamed in Dr. Coleman’s honor 
for the following reasons:  the importance and impact of Dr. Coleman’s life and legacy in Eugene; 
and previous council actions which waived the two-year death provision for honoring individuals 
whose body of work and community contributions have positively altered the course of Eugene’s 
history. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EUGENE, a 
Municipal Corporation of the State of Oregon, as follows: 
 

Section 1.  The City Council hereby renames the Westmoreland Community Center as the 
Dr. Edwin L. Coleman, Jr. Community Center to honor Dr. Edwin L. Coleman.  
 

Section 2.  This Resolution is effective immediately upon its passage by the City Council.  
 
 

The foregoing Resolution adopted the 23rd day of April, 2018. 
 
 

 
__________________________________ 
City Recorder 

 


